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CODE OF CONDUCT 
 
PREPARATION TO MONITORING 

 
• If possible, find out well in advance the exact date, time and venue of a trial that is 

planned for monitoring. It should be described in the Report how and when such 
information was obtained, and if it was true. 

• If possible and expedient, contact parties of a trial and make yourself familiar with the 
background of a case prior to monitoring. Monitors can attach the most interesting 
procedural documents to the Report form.  

• Arrive in court in advance to allow sufficient time to gain access to a court, locate the 
courtroom and find a seat.  

 
IDENTIFICATION 
 

• Carry the monitor identification badge at all times and produce it upon demand of 
court officials. 

• Monitors should not misuse their identification badges. 
 
CONDUCT IN COURT 
 

• Maintain polite, composed and dignified demeanor with all court officials and parties 
to a case. 

- Wear appropriate clothing. 
- Publicly make extensive notes during court sessions. 
- Ensure safety and confidentiality of the notes. 

 
DEMONSTRATION OF INDEPENDENCE AND IMPARTIALITY 
 

• Find seating in a court room which allows one to observe, hear and follow all aspects 
of a hearing. In order to comply with the principles of independence and impartiality, 
it is important that monitors do not sit next to either the defense or prosecution. 

• Avoid interfering with the course of a hearing. 
• Do not express any views on the course of a trial either inside or outside a courtroom. 
• Do not discuss the merits of a case with any of participants of a case. 

 


